
Religion, Theologie und N aturwissenschaft/ 
Religion, Theology, and Natural Science 

Herausgegeben von 
Antje Jackelen, Gebhard Lohr, Ted Peters 

und Nicolaas A. Rupke 

Band 7 

Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 

Ted Peters 

Anticipating Omega 

Science, Faith, and Our Ulimate Future 

Foreword by Michael Welker 

Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 



Mit 4 Abbildungen 
und zahlreichen Grafiken 

Bibliografische Information Der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek 

Die Deutsche N ationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen 
Nationalbibliografie; dctaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet 

iiber <http://dnb.dnb.de> abrufbar. 

ISBN 10: 3-525-56978-5 
ISBN 13: 978-3-525-56978-8 

Umschlagabbildung: Zwischen Himmel und Holle 
© Hans Gottfried von Stockhausen, 1969 

© 2006, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Giittingen. 
Internet: www.v-r.de 

Alie Rechte vorbehalten. Das Werk und seine Teile sind urheberrechtlich geschiitzt. 
Jede Verwertung in anderen als den gesetzlich zugelassenen Fallen bedarf der vorherigen 

schriftlichen Einwilligung des Verlages. Hinweis zu § 52a UrhG: Weder das Werk noch seine 
Teile diirfen ohne vorherige schriftliche Einwilligung des Verlages iiffentlich 

zuganglich gemacht werden. 
Dies gilt auch bei einer entsprechenden Nutzung for Lehr- und Unterrichtszwecke. 

Printed in Germany. 
Satz: OLD-Media OHG, Neckarsteinach. 

Druck und Bindung: @Hubert & Co, Giittingen. 

Gedruckt auf alterungsbestandigem Papier. 

Table of Contents 

Foreword by Michael Welker.............................. 7 

Preface ................................................ . 9 

1. Omega and Divine Retroactivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

2. Resurrection: The Prolepsis of New Creation.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

3. Barriers to Grace in a Scientific Era . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 

4. Grace in the Genes? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

5. The Hermeneutics of Evolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

6. The Post-Human Soul, Part One........................ 106 

7. The Post-Human Soul, Part Two . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 

8. Science in Pastoral Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154 

9. Proleptic Dignity, Proleptic Ecology, and Prophetic Politics . . 177 

Index ................................................. . 201 



Foreword 

This book offers eight essays on a new theology of hope. Forty years 
after Jiirgen Moltmann's influential "Theology of Hope," forty years 
after Wolfhart Pannenberg's programmatic "Revelation as History," 
Ted Peters reconsiders central topics in eschatology. The innovative 
German theologians had engaged classical philosophies, biblical stud­
ies and theories of history for their enterprises. In his approach, Ted 
Peters seeks the discourse with scientists, particularly with those in­
volved in the "science-and-theology" dialogue. A creative interaction 
between Christian theology and the various fields of the natural sci­
ences leads to a deeper understanding of God's creativity in this world 
and of God's shaping of the world to come. Inspired by this dialogue 
and its many new insights into the nature of reality - earthly, human 
and divine-, Peters offers provocative news of God's "retroactivity": 
"God creates from the future, not the past!" 

This retroactivity is illuminated with recourse to the resurrection 
of Christ and its meaning for a realistic hope, a realistic hope which 
asks for divine agency under the conditions of physical cosmology and 
biological anthropology. A passion to discover God's saving workings 
under the condition of this physical world and our biological existence 
also guides the following chapters which ask whether we can identify 
"Grace in the Genes" and discover an eschatological "Hermeneutics of 
Evolution." Two further chapters take up the challenges posed by the 
advances of neuro-biology, the cognitive sciences and the rhetorics and 
maneuvers of "posthumanism." 

Peters does not seek easy answers to complicated questions and is­
sues. He enters into discussion with a broad set of partners and prob­
lems, both epistemological and ethical. His goal is to give plausible 
arguments for the fact that we have to understand ourselves as biologi­
cal beings and yet can sustain the belief that we are children of God, 
ennobled in ours lives in this world and for the world to come. A poly­
phonic yet consonant voice resonates in this book - the multidiscipli­
nary academic and the apologetic representative of the Christian tradi­
tion, the innovative systematic theologian and the pastorally motivated 
minister help us to gain fresh insights and to affirm them, not only in 
truth- and salvation-seeking communities but also in environments 
skeptical over against eschatology. 

Michael Welker 


