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Introduction

The Center of Theological Inquiry sponsored a second international confer-
ence of Reformed scholars in Stellenbosch, South Africa on March 30-April 3,
2001. The conference brought together some thirty exegetes and systematic
theologians, from eleven countries to focus on the role of the Reformed confes-~
sional tradition in the reading and interpretation of Scripture.

One of the most important aspects of the discussion, emphasized by
many contributions, was the intrinsic contextuality of theological work in
general and of exegetical work in particular, Contextuality in this sense
might mean a particular ethical concern or a specific historical, political, or
cultural setting and challenge for theological, exegetical, and ecclesial exis-
tence. The contributions of Denise Ackermann, Hendrik Bosman, Russel
Botman, Zsolt Gereb, Piet Naudé, E. A. Obeng, Rathakara Sadananda, Dirk
Smit, and Iain Torrance specifically reflected such contextuality, albeit in dif-
ferent ways.

Equally important were the more general reflections on the issues of
contextuality, which, as many papers emphasized, always means “poly-
contextuality” We live, work, and worship in a multitude of contexts (Brian
Blount, Bernard Combrink). Historical and exegetical studies confront us con-
tinuously with poly-contextual conditions, which require a new and refined
understanding of history (Ed Noort, Bernard Lategan), of reality (Hans
Weder), of interreligious dialogue (Rathakara Sadananda), and of the various
canonical biblical traditions (Beverly Gaventa, Jacqueline Lapsley, Elna Mou-
ton, Peter Balla, Ron Piper). Poly-contextuality can lead to diffusion and rela-
tivism, to fruitless attempts at integration, or even to oppressive countermoves,
if not adequately addressed. The conference discussion attempted to substanti-
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